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Jewish Family Service

Jewish Families with Special Needs to
Benefit from the Alexander Institute

A major new resource for families and individuals with special needs has been announced by
the Jewish Federation of Greater Houston, Jewish Family Service and Joan and Stanford
Alexander. The Alexander Institute for Jewish Families with Special Needs aims to improve the
lives of those of us with various disabilities, including mental illness and developmental and
functional problems such as cognitive, physical, psychological, and sensory disabilities. The
Institute will provide programs and services for Jewish families and individuals of any age
who are coping with special needs.
OUltimately, it was the passion, commitment and involvement of Joan and Stanford
Alexander that resulted in
creation of the Jewish Family Service
Alexander Institute for Jewish Families with
Special Needs. The Alexanders already
understood the intricacies of raising a child with a
learning disability within a Jewish framework, and they
INSIDE THIS ISSUE knew immediately that the mission of the Institute should
be clear and inclusive b to strengthen and improve the lives

President®s Message 2 of Jewish children, adults and families with special needs.
They also took the time and care to help develop working
Executive Perspective 3 plans not only for a program, but for a comprehensive
. Institute, something that will change the face of care for a
Annual Meeting 4 o g ge’ .
significant group of people who are likely to benefit from
Chai Tea 5 a broad-spectrum program,o explained Linda Burger, Jewish Bringing the Ale_xander Institute to fruitian are (standlng) Larry Reader,
. . . . Sandra Block, Linda Burger, Lee Wunsch and Frances Friedman, president
Staff Spotlight 6 Family Service Executive Director. N of the Jewish Federation of Greater Houston. Benefactors Joan and
aft spotilg Joan and Stanford AlexanderOs response to the Stanford Alexander hold a copy of the special needs questionnaire which
Customized Employment opportunity to collaborate was immediate. OThe energy will help identify what those needs are. Photo by JHV: Michael C. Duke
For Special Needs 10 around Jewish Family ServiceOs plans for a program devoted to this population was absolutely electric. We quickly realized

that we had found the best possible partners. We are truly grateful to have the opportunity to work continued on page 3

Past Presidents to be Honored During 95th Anniversary Gala

In 1913, a group of Houston Jews banded together under the and Martin Fein have graciously agreed to chair this exciting evening
name of Houston United Jewish Charities to help those in the Jewish  with a dinner and dance at the Westin Galleria. The Honorary Chairs
community who were experiencing difficult times. This charity was for the Anniversary Gala are Joan and Stanford Alexander

the forerunner of todayOs Jewish Family Service. and Ellen and Stephen Susman. The legacy, leadership and
Now, 95 years and 44 Presidents later, only the name loving kindness these JFS Past Presidents have given the
of the organization has changed, but members of the agency will be remembered through a beautiful 95th
Houston Jewish community are still receiving a wide range of services  Anniversary Historical Journal as well as by messages from their
and assistance from Jewish Family Service. children, grandchildren and members of the community.
To honor the men and women who have provided the leadership OThis milestone in the history of Jewish Family Service will
Kelli and Martin Eein of Jewish Family Service through the past nine decades, the agency begin on Wednesday, December 5, 2007 as JFS hosts a Hanukah
95th Anniversary Gala Chairs is planning a 95th Anniversary Gala on Sunday, March 30, 2008. Kelli Candle Lighting at the Nathan J. Klein Building continued on page 2
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PRESIDENT NOTES...

Larry Reader, President, Board of Directors

Jewish Family
Service has so much to
be proud of as an
agency that continues
to serve those with
special needs. It is with
great pride that
everyone at JFS can
proudly announce the
creation of the
Alexander Institute for
Jewish Families with Special Needs. A
grateful thank you to Joan and Stanford
Alexander for making this dream become
a reality. | cannot think of a better way to
begin the year 5768.

During this past year, Jewish Family
Service established its volunteer program
headed by Cheryl Levy. She has spent
countless volunteer hours taking the agency
to new heights with an expanded volunteer
corps. On September 30, Jewish Family
Service hosted a OChai TeaO for the
volunteers and those interested in becoming
volunteers. More than a 100 were at the
Nathan J. Klein Building to hear
presentations that explained the many
programs of the agency that require help
from volunteers. What an amazing day it
was and how delighted JFS is with the
response from those who came to learn and
to volunteer!

The Houston Jewish Chaplaincy
program headed by Hope Lipnick has
expanded its services through the new
Jewish Family Service Hospice Parachaplain
Program. This program was created to
address the gap in services for Jewish
patients and families who are in need of
Jewish end-of-life care. It is Jewish Family
ServiceOs intent to ensure that every
terminally ill Jewish patient under hospice
care has access to Jewish pastoral care in a
Jewish context. ~

The planning for the agencyOs 95th
Anniversary Gala on March 30, 2008,
honoring all of the Jewish Family Service
Past Presidents, is in full swing under the
direction of our chairpersons, Kelli and
Martin Fein and honorary chairs, Joan and
Stanford Alexander and Ellen and Stephen
Susman. The event promises to be an
outstanding night of dinner and dancing
that you will not want to miss. We at JFS
owe this recognition to those people who
have helped mold Jewish Family Service
into the incredible service organization it
has become over its 95 year history.

As | enter the final months of my
three-year term as President of Jewish
Family Service, | want to thank our
executive director, Linda Burger, the
exceptional JFS professional staff, my
Officers and Board Members as well as the
many volunteers for this incredible ride...
one that | will never forget! Each and every
one of you will have a special place in my
heart for all you have collectively done so
that JFS can continue to offer light, hope,
and help to the thousands who walk through
our doors annually.

95th Gala...continued from page 1

for the families of agency Past Presidents and former JFS
Board Members,0 announced Larry Reader, JFS President.
Planning for the 95th Anniversary Gala began this past
summer while Amanda Zuckman, ExxonMobil Summer
Intern, was working at the agency. Under the guidance of
Rachel Davis, Director of Development, and Gloria Ribnick,
Director of Public Relations, Zuckman researched the files
of the Jewish Herald-Voice and made personal contact with
family members of many of the early JFS Past Presidents.
0JFSOs constant presence in the archives of the Herald
impressed me. However, it was not until | started finding the
familiar names and faces of former JFS Presidents, such as
William M. Nathan, Harry Susman, J. L. Zuber, consistently

on the covers of the paperOs issues that | realized how important ey Fein (seated, center) surrounded by members of the 95th

these men and women were, and still are, to our Houston
Jewish community,0 stated Zuckman in an article about her
research of these past presidents that appeared in the Rosh
Hashanah 2007 issue of the Herald.

Kelli Fein explained why she and Martin stepped forward

to chair this event. OFor the past 95 years, the JFS presidents

and members of the Board of Directors have generously given
their time and resources as each new community challenge
presented itself. The men and women guided JFS with the
underlying goal of fortifying the most vulnerable among us.
We honor their dedicated leadership and legacy by actively
continuing their commitment to helping those in need. It is
incumbent upon us as a civilized society to fulfill the
responsibility of tkkun olamNrepairing the world by taking
care of our poor, our sick, our children, our elders and those
who are without family. This is what defines us as human
beings within a Jewish community, and this is the daily work

Ready to go to work on the 95th Anniversary Gala are (seated, [ tor)
Linda Block, Historical Dinner Journal; Adele Segel, Hanukah Candle
Lighting; Prissy Roosth, Dinner Committee. (Standing, | to r)Alan

Anniversary Dinner and Legacy Committees as they hold their
formation meeting. (Seated, | to r)Dinner Committee members
Renee Spolane and Judy Arfa. (Standing, | to r)Rachel Davis, JFS
Development Director; Legacy Committee members: Shelia Sack,
Mignon, Wolf, Ellen Trachtenberg and Ruth Morris.

of JFS. We are planning an evening that will both highlight
the work of those from the past, as well as allow us to
celebrate the accomplishments of the whole agency. The
95th Anniversary Gala will be a festive event as we Odance
through the decadesO to the music of the Richard Brown
Orchestra. We encourage everyone to mark their calendars
for March 30, 2008 for what promises to be a most enjoyable
and meaningful evening.O

Working with Kelli and Martin to plan this 95th
Anniversary Gala are the following committees: Dinner
Committee: Renee Spolane, Rici Miller, Ellen Penner, Prissy
Roosth, Adele Segel, Yvonne Stern and Judy Arfa;
Ad/History Journal: Linda Block; Historical Legacy
Committee: Ellen Trachtenberg, Sheila Sack, Mignon Wolf,
and Ruth Morris; Hanukah Candle Lighting: Adele Segel
and Harriet Newman; and Finance Committee: Thomas
Wolff, Larry Reader, Carol Goldberg, Ellen Penner, Mark
Brookner and Donald Freedman.

Linda Burger, JFS Executive Director, sees the 95th
Anniversary celebration as a pivotal moment for JFS. OWe
will celebrate and honor the generosity of those who stepped
forward in each of the decades to assist those who needed
help. We are also using this celebration to reflect on the
values that are the foundation of our current work. Looking
back at JFSOs history has energized our current leadership
and staff to be the ones in this generation who will do
the jobs that need to be accomplished. She continued,

Reingold, JFS CFO; Finance Committee members: Thomas Wolff and OKelli and Marty and their committees are planning a

Mark Brookner; and Linda Burger.

fabulous celebration.O

Wanted: help finding families of JFS Past Presidents!

As plans for the celebration of JFS’s 95th Anniversary begin to flourish, Adele
Segel and Harriet Newman with there committee are working on a Hanukah Candle

Abe Levy
1915

Lighting on Wednesday, December 5 for the families of the JFS Past Presidents.
Contacts are being made to the children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren of all

our past presidents, but we are missing some information on the following JES leaders:

Melvin Rouff, 1937
Sam Levy, 1943
I. S. Brochstein, 1950

S. M. Meyers, 1914
Abe Levy, 1915
Jules K. Jacobs, 1916

Sam Lewis, 1918
O. N. Weil, 1922
Alexander Sidman, 1935

If you know how to contact any of the family
members of these JFS Past Presidents, please
contact Rachel Davis at JFS, 713-667-9336
ext. 219 or rdavis@jfshouston.org.

(‘ 2 JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE MISHPACHA FALL 2007

jfs online www.jfshouston.org



Alexander Institute...continued from page 1

with Jewish Family Service to create what we hope will be an oasis of care,0 said Joan Alexander.

She continued, OWhen Stanford and | read the JFS Task ForceOs statistics and reviewed the
documentation, we felt we were looking at a viable response to a growing and unfilled need. With
both the Federation and Jewish Family Service as partners, we are confident that this will be a
coordinated effort throughout the community. Placing the Alexander Institute at Jewish Family
Service seems a natural fit for the dedication and professional skills that we sought in a partner,
as well as the compassion and warmth we want people to experience when they contact the
Institute for advice, information or help.O

Although the Jewish Family Service Alexander Institute will be flexible in its approach, the
Institute will offer and maintain the following core programs and services: information and/or
referral for evaluation and assessment, education, and social and cultural arts programs; referral
or therapy for mental illness or help with emotional issues; resource and referral on legal issues,
financial planning, medical insurance, government resources and advocacy; professional delivery

of behavior intervention, counseling, employment assistance and educational seminars.

Other programs and services will be added as needs are identified and funding becomes
available. They may include planning for respite care and service; collaboration with local or
national entities to facilitate the establishment of new education and lifestyle programs, social
programs, and planning and facilitation of residential facilities or resources for the target population.
The Institute may collaborate with other agencies and medical institutions to work on research
projects or to offer training programs in related fields.

Stanford Alexander commented, OThe possibilities are endless. It is our hope that the
community will embrace this effort and make this a much larger endeavor with their personal
involvement and by providing future funding. The Institute has all the promise of becoming a

model for the whole country.0

The Institute will be developed in
phases. The first phase will include gathering
additional data about community needs,
followed by an employment program for adults
with special needs, a support group for young
adults, and hiring an information and referral
specialist. Clearly, the first step Nidentifying
family and individual needsNis critical to the
successful development of the Institute. OTo
assist the Alexander Institute in gathering this
important data, congregations throughout the
area graciously agreed to have a confidential
questionnaire placed in every seat for Rosh
Hashanah or Yom Kippur services,0 said
Burger. OThis is a pre-addressed, postage-paid
form that allows families to self-identify and
to tell us what would help them the most.
Individuals or family members may also
access the Confidential Questionnaire on
the Jewish Family Service website at
www.jfshouston.org, or they may call JFS
at 713-667-9336 and ask to speak with
Jody Mizrachi, a member of the Alexander
Institute team.O

Help JFS Alexander
Institute Help YOU!

We need your help! The JFS Alexander Institute
is dedicated to serving those in the Jewish
community who have special needs. There is
only one challengeNwe need your help
identifying what those needs are. Even if you
donOt know what you need at this time, it is
valuable for us to know just that! Please help
us in our efforts so that we can help you. You
are welcome to share as little or as much
information as you feel comfortable with. All
responses are kept strictly confidential. Just go
to our website and click on the Questionnaire
icon at the top! Thank you for your support.

www.jfshouston.org

JFS Alexander Institute Employment Serv

Now offering
services for
customized

employment.
(see pg. 10)

The program is designed for those who have special needs
and require a gentle hand to guide them through the process
of finding and maintaining a job.

Services include job placement, job coaching and job retention
skills. Individuals will receive customized programs to best
fit their needs and abilities.

Contact Jody Mizrachi at JFS

713-667-9336 for assistance.

Linda L.Burger, Executive Director

It seems fitting to me that this edition

of Mishpacha reaches households in

November. This is a month where we

all pause to offer thanksgiving for the

many blessings that are bestowed upon

us. For me, it is a particular time of

reflection and gratitude to serve you in

this capacity at Jewish Family Service.

As my two year anniversary approaches,

| am grateful to the leadership, board,

donors, volunteers and staff for having

faith in my ability to serve in this role. | am appreciative for the
opportunity to shape and mold our agency

as we move into the next phase of our development.

Under the leadership of our three-term president, Larry
Reader, the board has grown to thirty-three members and we now
have more people who want to serve on the board than we have
slots to fill. Our staff has dealt with waiting lists for the first time
in our agencyOs history. Volunteers have stepped forward providing
hundreds of hours of service to help the agency develop and deliver
new services in the community. Dedicated volunteers helped us to
successfully launch the Jewish Family Service Hospice Parachaplain
Program, the Special Needs Task Force and Residential Committee,
and the Volunteer GuildNjust to name a few of the significant
developments.

We have donors who have provided major funding for new
programs such as the JFS Alexander Institute and others who have
helped us meet the growing need for financial aid and increased
counseling services.

Thanks to the generosity of this community, we are able to
provide comfort, solace, support, education, financial aid, crisis
intervention and so much more for our vulnerable Jewish and general
community. Vulnerable does not necessarily mean poor but often
refers to a broken individual or family who needs the support of a
caring community. As you would expect, our doors are open to
those with tremendous financial need. We are also gratified that
those who can afford to pay also utilize our mental health services
and our senior adult services. We are blessed by professionals who
are experts in their fields.

Speaking of our clients, | am reminded of a letter that | recently
received from a client. She mentioned that the financial aid she
received during her time of extreme difficulties made the difference
between Obeing homeless and having shelter; between starving and
having food.O What a blessing that our community was able to
provide for her during that unexpected period in her life.

Perhaps you remember the Loren Eisley story of the young
boy dancing on the beach off in the distance? As the observer
approached he realized that the boy was not dancing rather he was
bending down, picking up a starfish and running toward the water
where he would fling the starfish back into the water. The observer
noticed that there were hundreds of starfish lining the beach and
that the exercise was futile. He pointed this out to the young man
who stopped for a brief moment, looked at the starfish in his hand
and quickly noted, Olt makes a difference to this one.O

In closing, | want to thank you for making a difference in so
many lives. Whether you trust us with your problems or provide
donations so that we can be of assistance to others, you make a
tremendous difference in lives every day.

jfs online www.jfshouston.org
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Sterling Survivors Funds Being Distributed

Following the establishment of the Sterling Survivors Fund and a meeting with community
members of the Holocaust Survivors and Second Generation, JFS has begun working with Holocaust

survivors in the Greater Houston Jewish community to disburse the newly available funds.

In memory of Lillie and Dan Sterling, the fund is to be used to assist low income Holocaust
survivors. OWe have already begun distribution of funds to local survivors who have been identified
as needing additional assistance to pay their monthly bills,0 explained JFS Senior Adult Department

staff member Leah Mueller, LBSW, who is coordinating the effort.

Explaining the desire of the donors, Jay Epstein, a trustee of the Sterling Family Foundation,
said, OLillie and Dan were a modest community-minded couple whose lives were dedicated to
helping people in need. It was their desire to help seniors such as those who had suffered through

the Holocaust years, to now live in dignity and comfort.O

When the trustees of the Sterling Family Foundation
determined that helping this population would properly fulfill the
mission of the donors, they were pleased to learn that their
contribution was eligible for matching funds from two foundations
with related concerns. The Humanitarian Aid Foundation stepped

Going over agenda for community meeting on the distribution of Sterling
Foundation Funds are (I to r) Jay Epstein and Wolf Finkelman. Looking on
are (I to r) Ruth Sherman, Toby Newman, LCSW, Director, JFS Senior Adult
Department; and Leah Mueller.

forward with a matching grant focused on helping increase the level of monthly stipends to survivors. instance, through the fund, to assist survivors who get caught with prescription

In addition, the Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation of Baltimore, in collaboration with the

costs because of the donut hole in the Medicare prescription plan.O Muller

Jewish Funders Network, created a matching grants program to help lower income seniors avoid explained that funds would also address ongoing basic living needs as well as

the particular difficulties related to living in poverty.

Jewish Family Service has been responsible for processing survivorsO payments from the
Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany, but the funds were extremely limited.
With the establishment of the Sterling Survivors Fund, and the resources provided by the
Humanitarian Aid Foundation and the Weinberg Foundation, survivors have a greater ability to

emergency expenses.
All discussions with survivors or their family members will be held with
complete confidentiality.
Ruth Sherman, LBSW, member of the JFS Senior Adult Department, is
also available to assist Holocaust survivors with this funding. For assistance from

receive monetary assistance for a variety of expenses. Mueller continued, OWe are prepared, for the Sterling Survivors Fund contact Mueller or Sherman at JFS, 713-667-9336.

Annual Meeting Set for January 24, 2008 at Beth Israel

Vicky and Michael Richker will serve as Co-chairs for the 95th Annual JFS

Meeting to be held on Thursday, January 24, 2008 at Congregation Beth Israel, 5600

North Braeswood. The Dessert Reception will begin at 7:00 p.m. followed by the
Annual Meeting at 7:30 p.m. in the Social Hall.

OWe are extremely honored to be chairing this 95th Annual Meeting. Since it
will begin the celebration of the 95th year, it is fitting that this meeting be held in the
Social Hall of Congregation Beth Israel. Many of the first meetings of the forerunner
to the current JFS, the Houston United Charities, were held in the offices of Beth

Michael and Vicky Richker, Annual Meeting Co-chairs

Legey - Lm/e/.r//} Loing Kinohess
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Israel. Through the years, JFS has provided services
and programs for members of the Houston Jewish
community just as our mission states.. Oto strengthen
Jewish individual and family life through counseling,
education and social services.©) What a proud legacy JFS Rk
has been given by the hundreds of men and women
who have served as presidents, board members and volunteers,0 stated
Michael Richker.

In keeping with the 95th year, the theme for this Annual Meeting will
be OReflecting on the Past...As a Mirror to the Future.O Many of the active
JFS past presidents will participate in the eveningOs program by reading letters
from clients who thanked the agency for its assistance in helping them through
a difficult time.

The evening will also include the introduction of the new officers and
members of the Board of Directors, the presentation of the Shirley and Allen
Becker Leadership Award, recognition of the service of outgoing board
members as well as appreciation to longtime staff members.

This 95th Annual Board Meeting will be underwritten by Amegy Bank,
Major Corporate Underwriter, as well as the Joe Zuber Insurance Agency
and Vicky and Michael Richker.

Serving on the Annual Meeting committee are Mark Brookner, David
Spolane and JFS Staff members Tammi Altshuler and Gloria Ribnick.

Watch for your invitation!
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Chal Tea in the Sukkah

On Sunday, September 30, 2007 the lobby of the Nathan J. Klein Building
of Jewish Family Service was filled with guests for the Volunteer GuildOs Inaugural
event, Chai Tea in the Sukkah. Although a squall line brought thunderstorms to
the area and the event was moved into the agencyOs lobby, the spirit of volunteerism
was not dampened!

Cheryl Levy, JFS Volunteer Coordinator, opened the short program by
introducing JFS volunteers who were stationed around the lobby at inviting and
festive tables featuring the various volunteer opportunities available at Jewish
Family Service.

Levy explained the Volunteer Guild, OWe have begun to develop a corps of
volunteers that expands our reach and makes a greater impact on our clients and
the community. The JFS Volunteer Guild is a group of community-minded
individuals who seek to advance the mission of JFS by serving as ambassadors,
advocates and volunteers. We thank you for joining us today. Now find the table
and service that fits your talents and time.O

The more than 100 guests had a wide choice of
new volunteer positions at JFS from which to choose:

¥ For the Chaplaincy program: hospital
visitations or The JFS Hospice

Parachaplain Program

¥ Clean Sweep Crew

¥ Community Outreach/Speakers Bureau

¥ Friendly Visitors

¥ Pro Bono Professional Services

¥ Response to Urgent Community Needs

¥ Work with Shalom Bayit, addressing domestic
violence in the Jewish community

¥ Involvement in agency Special EventsNhelp

with the 95th Anniversary Gala, March 30, 2008

¥ Teen Mitzvah ProjectsNon and off the

JFS Campus

¥ Transportation for clients
¥ Signed, Sealed and Delivered Mail Crew

Presenting the various opportunities were
Toby Brown, Chaplaincy Program Volunteer; Rabbi
Deborah Schloss; Adele Segel, Chair of Hanuakah Candle Lighting Program;
Marty Klashman, Shalom Bayit member; Lynne Aronoff, member of JFS Board
of Directors; Linda Block, Chair of Gala Ad Historical Journal; and Vicky and
Michael Richker. He is a member of JFS Board of Directors and both are active
agency volunteers, and also are co-chairs for the Annual Meeting.

Concluding the program, Levy invited Jill and Louis Laviage to come forward
and accept an award to be given to their son and daughter-in-law, Dennis and
Cindy Laviage of the Dennis Laviage Family Foundation. The Foundation had
graciously underwritten the inaugural Chai Tea in the Sukkah. She also thanked
The Simmons Foundation for a grant which helped establish the Volunteer Program
at JFS.

Levy thanked Chef Vladimir Smirnov for the beautiful and delicate fruit
carvings used as the centerpiece for the lovely Chai Tea refreshment table. This
was a particularly meaningful centerpiece, since it was JFS who worked with
Smirnov when he was being resettled in Houston many years ago. The special
afternoon tea refreshments were created by Jenny TavorOs Custom Catering
Service.

For those wishing to become involved in the Volunteer Guild, please
contact Cheryl Levy at Jewish Family Service, 713-667-9336 or by email at
clevyjfshouston.org.

Toby Brown (left) enlisting the assistance i  Cheryl Levy (right) presents gift to (I to r) Jill and
the Chaplaincy program of llene Robinson. Louis Laviage.

Presenters are (from bottom to top): Michael and Vick
Richker, Toby Brown, Rabbi Deborah Schloss, Adele Lynne Aronoff (right) signs up Richard
Segel, Marty Klashman, Lynne Aronoff and Cheryl Levy. Kammerman to volunteer on Special Events.

FRIENDS LS
/ Each year, hundreds of community-minded donors
become FRIENDS of JFS, with a contribution of $136 or

greater. In honor of the agencyOs 95th Anniversary, the 2007/2008 FRIENDS campaign
seeks 95 new donors at the FRIENDS level.

Rici Miller, FRIENDS chair, is passionate about the campaign. OWe are looking for
YOU to join those FRIENDS of long-standing who, at this time each year, donate money
for basic needs assistance. These donations assist families and individuals during a
financial crisis to help keep the electricity and telephone on, to pay the rent or to buy
groceries. FRIENDS funds allow low income individuals and families to have access to
quality counseling. These are just a few of the ways in which the FRIENDS of JFS help.
We really hope that there will be individuals who read this article and will pick up the
phone and call with a credit card or donate online at www.jfshouston.org to become a new
FRIEND of JFS.O

Larry Reader, JFS President, explains that the FRIENDS campaign is our end of
year effort to cover the shortfall in funds for basic assistance needs. Olt is like the tzedakah
our ancestors would give every Friday afternoon, setting aside a portion to help those who
are less fortunate. This is the end-of-year Osetting asideO for the community to do just that.O

Linda Burger, JFS Executive Director, adds, OJewish Family Service balances having
a bold, compassionate vision for providing social services in these times and operating our
agency responsibly by managing our resources carefully. The FRIENDS campaign is the
bridge that continues to allow us to respond to those who need care. You can view your
donation as a hand, reaching out and holding the hands of all those who become FRIENDS
of JFS, forming that bridge between hope and help.O

Please call JFS at 713-667-9336 to become a new FRIEND of JFS.

jfs online www.jfshouston.org
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1tOs Passover in November!

Thanksgiving is a good time for your family
to start a new tzedakah collection for the annual
JFS Passover Assistance Campaign. Encourage
the children to add change to the tzedakah box
at the same time each week. Come Spring, it
will feel good to count out the change as a
donation to be given to JFS for families in the
Houston Jewish community who need assistance
in preparing a lovely Seder...and your family
will share in the mitzvah of giving to others.
The First Seder is Saturday, April 19.

Staff Spotlight

Since January 2007, JFS has added the following new staff members:

To make a donation online, go
to www.jfshouston.org and
click on Giving Opportunities.

DIANE BREZNER, Special needs consultant for the Bureau of Jewish
Education of the Houston Jewish Federation of Greater Houston, began
working at JFS one day a week on Thursday, October 25. She will be working
with Linda Burger and Jody Mizrachi on the JFS Alexander Institute.

JESSICA CARNESI, LMSW, graduated cum laude from Austin College in
Sherman, Texas with a BA in Psychology in 1999 and summa cum laude from
University of Houston with a Masters in Social Work in 2006. Following
graduate school, she completed a clinical social work fellowship at Baylor
College of Medicine in its psychiatry department in Houston. Currently, Jessica
is working at JFS in the Children and Families Department. She provides
couples and family psychotherapy as well as individual psychotherapy for
children, adolescents and adults.

ADAM LAZOR, LPC-INTERN, student at the University of Houston-

Victoria: he graduated cum laude from University of HoustonOs Bauer College
of Business in 2005. Adam is a disabled veteran who is starting his second
career by interning as a counseling student at JFS. Adam works primarily with
teens and by doing so co-facilitates Let It Out for teens on Monday evenings.

JODY MIZRACHI, MA, LPC-INTERN, completed her undergraduate
schooling at York University in Toronto, graduating with honors in Bachelor
of Psychology and Kinesiology Health Sciences. At Adler School of Psychology,
she received a Masters in Counseling Psychology. Being a Canadian citizen,
Jody was not able to work upon arrival in Houston and volunteered at JFS.
Shortly after becoming a citizen, Jody became the Rehabilitation Counselor
for the JFS Alexandria Institute. She is specializing in customized employment
and counseling individuals with disabilities as well as their families.

VICKI TELLER, BA, received her degree from Northwestern University in
History and Literature of Religions, with a certificate in Jewish Studies. She
spent seven years living and working in Jerusalem, where she worked in the
International Relations department of the Israel Museum before training as

a technical writer. She worked as a technical writer for a number of software
companies in Israel as well as Los Angeles. At JFS, she is serving as coordinator
on the 95th Anniversary Historical Dinner Journal, in conjunction with the

95th Anniversary Gala Dinner.

NICK TOFILON, BA, graduated from The University of Texas in Austin in
2005 with a degree in history and a minor in education. He is currently in his
last year of the Masters in Social Work Program at the University of Houston
with a concentration in children and families. Nick is currently working as an
intern therapist at JFS.

JEANETTE VALDIVIESO, D.O., received her B.S. in Physiology from
Michigan State University. Her medical school was University of North Texas
College of Osteopathic Medicine and she received her adult psychiatry training
from Baylor College of Medicine. Currently she is completing her
Child/Adolescent Psychiatry Fellowship at Baylor College of Medicine. She

is assisting at JFS on Monday evenings by helping clients with their medications.

Fred Levine, Community Leader, ushers in 5768
with the blowing of the Shofar.

Dan Gordon, Spiritual Leader of Temple
Beth Torah, gives the blessing over the wine
during Project Shalom®s Annual Rosh
Hashanah luncheon.

Mira Reuveni, LPC, M Ed, JFS Project
Shalom coordinator, and Helena Jonas light
the candles to begin the festival luncheon.

Gloria Ribnick (right) checks off boxes to be
delivered to several congregations by (I to r)Alan
Reingold and Andy Burger.

In two hours on Boxing Day, Sunday, September 16,
these volunteers and staff boxed and bagged over
20,000 JFS Alexander Institute Special Needs
Questionnaires. These questionnaires were delivered
to area congregations where they were placed on every
seat on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. They are
(from front to back) Linda Burger, Sandi Greenstone,
Ellen Grabois, Sandra Block, Bob Greenstone, Donald
Wilson and Sam Block. Others who assisted were
Rabbi Marci Green, Tammi Altshuler, Roz Kalmans,
Rachel Davis and Rabbi Matt Michaels

Bar/Bat Mitzvah teenagers show their individually
created Shabbat Bags made for patients at
Methodist Hospital and M. D. Anderson Cancer
Center. The bags are filled with challah rolls,
Shabbos blessings, a bottle of Kadem grape juice
and hard candy. Dan Trachtenberg, JFS
Chaplaincy volunteer, along with Amy Omessi,
volunteer, delivers to Methodist, these Shabbat
Bags to Jewish patients each Friday afternoon.
These youngsters created all the bags needed for
the 2007 summer months as part of their mitzvah
projects. Showing off their original art from top

to bottom (I to r) are Danny Deaktor, David
Hoffman, Taylor Brookstaff, Kase Pappert, Sami
Bissonnet, and Brett Davidoff. (Note: Youngsters
needing a Bar/Bat Mitzvah project for November
and December 2007 and January 2008 can help
with the Shabbat Bag project by contacting Toby
Brown at JFS, 713-667-9336.)
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Milton Frankfort, (left) Chair, United Jewish Campaign 2007-08, asks some questions regarding
funding of JFS programs and services during a Federation Site Visit to JFS. Listening (I to r) are
Rachel Davis, JFS Development Director, and members of the Campaign Committee: Carol

Goldberg, Federation Women®s Division Chair; Jil Levy, and Robin Shkolnick; and Larry Reader,

JFS President.

Members of the Coalition of Related Agencies for the JFS Alexander Institute ready to participate
in the work of The Institute. (Seated, | to r) Jerry Wische of JCC; Suzanne Jacobson of Jewish
Federation; Diane Brezner of Bureau of Jewish Education; Lee Wunsch of Jewish Federation.
Linda Burger of JFS; Rachel Davis of JFS; Jody Mizrachi of JFS Alexander Institute; Joel Dinkin
of JCC; Sandra J. Block, Chair of JFS Special Needs Task Force; Elaine Kellerman of Bureau of

Jewish Education; and Donald Wilson of JFS.

Parachaplains Providing Jewish Hospice Care

Over the past several months, nineteen patients, their families and
caregivers have received Jewish spiritual care from the newest branch of
the Jewish Chaplaincy Program, the
Hospice Parachaplain Program. By
partnering with the local hospice agencies
of Houston, all Jews, no matter what their
level of affiliation, can receive Jewish
spiritual care at the most sacred time of

lifeNend of life.

Hope Lipnick, MA, LPC, CHTP,
Director of Jewish Chaplaincy at the Texas
Medical Center, explained the new

To Ensulre Ne Jew [s Ever Alone

Hospice Parachaplains as registered

volunteers of Jewish Family Service who have attended 40 hours of
training. These sessions include exploration of the volunteers® own feelings
about death and dying; physical, emotional and spiritual issues related to
dying; hospital, nursing home and community agency systems; advance
directives; discussion of self-care and Jewish spiritual and religious beliefs
and practices at the end of life.

OThe Parachaplains are encouraged to be as creative as possible in
relating to patients and their families. The Jewish Parachaplains and
patients may talk together, read together, listen to music together and
affirm their Jewish faith and practice together. They become compassionate
companions of the patient and their family by just sitting quietly, sometimes
reading, playing music or just holding a hand,O Lipnick stated.

The Hospice program is available at the request of Jewish patients
and their families and will provide a Jewish presence, pastoral care and
support in a Jewish context. This free program is part of the Houston

713-667-9336.

Jewish Chaplaincy Program of Jewish Family Service in partnership with
the Jewish Federation of Greater Houston.

For more information or to request Jewish spiritual care,
please contact Tammi Altshuler by calling Jewish Family Service at

Names in the News

The Brookdale Senior Living and The Hampton of
Post Oak honored Jewish Family Service on November
1 with the Residents Appreciation Award during the
Third Annual Behind the Mask of Senior Care Dinner
and Awards Ceremony held at the Sweetwater Country
Club. More than 100 guests of the nine Hampton Senior
Adult Living facilities heard the award citation mention
members of the JFS Senior Adult Department (Mal
Finger, Leah Mueller and Ruth Sherman) along with
Alan Reingold, Tammi Altshuler, and Robin Sofer.

Sandra J. Block, member of the JFS Board and Chair
of the Special Needs Task Force, gave the dOvar Torah
on Shabbat Shuvah, September 14 at Congregation
Emanu El. She is a member of the Temple.

Rhoda Goldberg, a former member of the JFS Board
of Directors, and Sandra J. Block will serve as co-chairs
for the Bureau of Jewish EducationOs Yom Limmud
to be held at Congregation Emanu EIl on Sunday,
February 17, 2008.

Dates to Remember

December 5, 2007
7:00 B 9:00 p.m.
Hanukah Candle Lighting

for Past Presidents and their family and JFS Board
Members from 1913 to the present

4 January 24, 2008
A 7:00 - 9:30 p.m
95th Annual Meeting

Congregation Beth Israel
°

March 30, 2008
¢ 6:00p.m _
95th Annual Gala Dinner NDance
Honoring JFS Past Presidents
(see details in this issue) 4
February 17, 2008
YOM LIMMUD
Co-chairs Sandra J. Block and Rhoda Goldberg

April 1, 2008
Congratulations on the 100" Anniversary
4 of the Jewish Herald-Voice e
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FRIENDS Campaign

FRIENDS for Life

You may join these supporters of JFS
as FRIENDS for Life by making a one
time contribution of $5400

Shirley and Allen Becker

Fran and Mark Berg

Martha and Donald Freedman
Carol and Michael Goldberg
Barbara and Jacob Leon

Rici and Dr. Harold Miller
Paula and Irving Pozmantier
Elaine and Herman Proler
Vicky and Michael Richker
Melissa and David Siegel
Lois and George Stark

Betti Ruth and Adolph Susholtz
Haya and Dr. Jacobo Varon
Mark Wawro

Edith and Robert Zinn

$1000 and above
Harriet and Dr. Nathan Wasserstrum

$500 B 999
Minnette and Jerome Robinson
Lorraine and Ed Wulfe

$136 -499

Lisa and David Aaronson
Sare and Maurice Aresty
Shirley and Leon Cooper
Ana and Robert Eigler
Janice and David Gerber
Harold Goldstein

Laura Huvard

Dr. Sharon and Marvin Katz
Elaine and Sam Merwin
Marcie and Rabbi David Rosen

$18 - $135

Marisa and Harry Brown
Jay Hamburger

Sandra Lusky

Dr. Carl Meisner

Shira Moses

Pauline and Edward Sheinberg
Mina and John Sklar

Haya and Dr. Jacobo Varon
Arlyne and Dr. Herb Weiss
Ferne and Joel Winograd

Capital Campaign
The Soref Breslauer Texas Foundation
The Brodsky Foundation
Mickey and Noel Graubart
Velva and Fred Levine
In Honor of Larry Reader
Rici and Dr. Harold Miller
Ellen Penner
Mallory Robinson
Marsha and Stanley Rosenblatt
Barbara and Victor Samuels
Mila and Boris Shurin
Lois and George Stark
The Leon and Sandra Weiner Foundation
Lorraine and Ed Wulfe

Capital Campaign Endowment
Gail and Louis Adler
Sandra and David Block
Linda and Andy Burger
Fran and Abe Friedman
In Honor of Linda and Andy Berger
In Honor of Libby Lipp
Annette and Daniel P. Gordon
In Honor of their Parents
Roslyn and Ricky Haikin
In Memory of Josie and Mike Haikin
Cheryl and Haran Levy
In Honor of Benjamin Miller
In Honor of Michael Richker

Thank you to our valued partners and
supporters whose gifts make it
possible to respond to those who come
to us seeking hope and help.

Shirle Nathan

In Memory of Lois Rest

In Memory of William Reichek

In Memory of Michael Atlas

In Memory of Marvin Woskow
Feffy Bowers

In Honor of Jarrold Glazer
Linda and Jerrold Paine

In Memory of Esther Paine
Gloria Ribnick
Betty and Eugene Weston

Family and Children's
Counseling Fund
Ms. Marrtie Herrick
Leah and Paul Katz
Saranne and Livingston Kosberg
Tearo Lyubov
Gloria Ribnick

In Honor of Cherill Dubinski
Daniel Roth and John Rosato

In Memory of Sylvia Aaronson

Farfel Frankel Fund
Anita and Arthur Kotlen

In Honor of Lila and Gerald Rauch
Cheryl and Haran Levy

In Honor of Joanie Jakubovitz

In Honor of Gloria Ribnick
Joan and Ralph Minchen

In Memory of Harriet Tanenbaum
Ellen and Abram Rosenberg

In Honor of Stan Dolginoff
Susan and Syd Waldman

In Honor of Joan Jakubovitz
Babette Weiser

In Honor of Stan Dolginoff

Folloder Fund
Rosalyn Borg

In Honor of Frances Friedman
Adrienne and Harold Harris

In Memory of Gert Nutkus

General Fund
Sue Aaronson
Tammi Altshuler
Sare and Maurice Aresty
In Honor of Veda Mae Glesby
Judy and Dr. Kenneth Arfa
In Memory of Annette Kimmel
Bobbi and Tom Asarch
In Honor of Barbara and
Jacob Leon
Stephanie Astrich
Davida Avery
Minna and Leopold Baer
In Honor of Raymond Sessel
Paula and Stephen Baker
Sally and Lenard Berkowitz
Erin Bersin
Bialer-Sullivan
Megan Bladen-Blinkoff
In Honor of Madeleine Appel
Stella and Gerald Blumenthal
In Memory of Stewart MuellerOs
Sister
Diana Brackman
In Honor Barbara Goldfield
The Brodsky Foundation
In Honor of Leon Weiner
Sean Brody
Linda and Andy Burger
In Honor of Larry Reader
Don Coleman
Evelyn Copans
Joyce Dauber
Mark Dershowitz
Barbara and William Drell
Caroline Ehrenshaft
In Honor of Larry Reader
Bernie Feld
In Memory of Sylvia Aaronson

Suzanne Feld
Carol and Larry Fradkin

In Honor of Ray Sessel
Lois and Harding Frankel

In Honor of Lila Rauch
Martha and Donald Freedman
Fran and Abe Friedman

In Honor of Betty and Milton Freedman
Mark Friedman
Shifra and Terry Gardner
Rachel and James Garner

In Memory of Bess Middleman
Jenelle and David Garner
Rebecca Ginsburg
Mark Gittleman
Veda Mae and Morris Glesby

In Honor of Elizabeth Bock
Willard Gold
Carol and Michael Goldberg
Helaine Gordon
Linda and Mike Gornek

In Honor of Tom Magzen
Mickey and Noel Graubart

In Honor of Harold Joachim
Sandra and Robert Greenstone
Sherry Harwood
Lindsay Jaffee
Pam and Dr. Alan Jarrett

In Memory of Doris Slavin
Ricky Kamins

In Memory of Betsy Kamins
Joy and Joe Kaplan

In Honor of Henry Freedman
Teresa and Jeff Kaplan
Marcia and Stan Katz

In Honor of Linda Suib
Judith and Barry Kaufman

In Honor of Larry Reader
Frank Ladin Il
Alexander Lansky
Mrs. Charlyn Robinson and

Mr. Larry Layne

In Honor of Raymond Sessel
Dr. and Mrs. Archie Leder

In Honor of Veda Mae Glesby
Henia and Richard Leibman

In Memory of Shirley Strauss
Alexandra Lemeshev
Wendy and Steven Lerman
Linda and Dr. Herbert Lesser

In Memory of Wilbur Stein
Cheryl and Haran Levy

In Honor of Steve Croft

In Memory of Daniel Zimmerman
Cheryl and Haran Levy
Pamela Lewis
Janet and Elton Lipnick

In Memory of Marvin Woskow
May and Dr. David Litowsky
Marcy Malowitz
Shirley and Jay Marks

In Memory of Doris Slavin
Adult Basic Judaism Class

Congregation Emanu El
Congregation Emanu El Religious

School
Shiela Milch
Dr. Nava and Gideon Miller
Wendy Miller
Debi and Sam Mishael
Ethel Morris

In Memory of Edith Daily
Doreen and Dr. Benjamin Mosier

In Memory of Meyer Spector
Phyllis Mueller
Lada and William Nathan
Toby Newman
Mr.Tushar Patel
Diane and Larry Patrick
Michele and Bob Perchonok
Dr. Stuart Pines
Roslyn Pittsford

Marla and Henry Radoff
In Memory of Billie Rosenblum
Sue Radoff

Renee Spolane
In Honor of Joan and Stanford Alexander

In Memory of Susan MarblestoneOs MothetHARP FUND

In Memory of Gail SilverOs Mother
In Memory of Doris Slavin
Lila and Gerald Rauch
In Honor of Bernard Fuchs
In Honor of Gene Burke
In Honor of Sare Aresty
In Honor of Doris Slavin
In Honor of Veda Mae Glesby
Ann and Robert Rauch
In Honor of Veda Mae Glesby
Gloria and Bob Reader
In Honor of Veda Mae Glesby
In Honor of Elizabeth Bock
In Honor of Lee Levit
Sandy Robbins
Mallory Robinson
In Honor of Maralessa and Alter Holland
In Honor of Marty Kozberg
In Honor of Russ Robinson
In Memory of Annette Weiner
In Memory of Harold Joachim
In Honor of Leon Weiner
In Honor of Libby Lipp
In Honor of Leslie and Russ Robinson
Mr. and Mrs. Irving Rose
In Honor of Jules Rose
Kevin Rosenstrauch
Leonid Rubinstein
Barbara and Victor Samuels
Bernice Schnurr
In Honor of Ray Sessel
In Honor of Libby Lipp
Mark Schonberg
Darlene and David Schwartz
In Honor of Rachel Davis
Daniel Schwartz
William Schwartz
In Honor of the JFS Staff
Adele Cohen Segel
In Honor of Bea Metrik
Jill Sevier
Edward Shearer
Bogdan Shoykhet
Leonid Shulkin
Lynn Silverman
Lois Simon
In Honor of Ray Sessel
William Stern
Michael Stevens
Linda and Richard R. Susman
In Memory of Marvin Woskow
Anita Suson
Jennifer Sutkin
In Honor of Laurie Sutkin
Brett Tatar
Mrs. Shirley Toomim
In Honor of Jeanne Gilbert
Mimi and Leon Toubin
Noel Trevino
Beverly Tubbs
Loren Twyford
Richard Wagner
Jeffrey Walden
Jackie and Steve Waldman
In Honor of Larry Reader
Arlene Warden
Susan and Steve Weil
The Leon and Sandra Weiner
Foundation
Leslie and Sanford Weiner
In Honor of Leon Weiner
Mary Jean Weston and Yonit Brownstein
In Memory of Jacob LeonOs Uncle
Evelyn Wisenberg
In Honor of Leon Weiner
Shelley and Vic Wisner
In Memory of Bettie Greenman
Dave Wolfert
Amy and Ron Zaguli
Daniel Zales
Elan Zehavi
Dr. Donna and William Zhukovsky

JFS Alexander Institute
Adrienne and Harold Harris

In Memory of Ella Bermann
Dr. Alan Hurwitz

Consider Establishing a Harp Fund which
allows you to make a single donation to JFS.
You then can call or email your honorary or
memorial donations which will be deducted
from your HARP fund total.

Linda and Andy Burger

Linda and Joel Chess

Rachel and Robert Davis

Rici and Dr. Harold Miller
Nancy and Larry Reader
Donald Wilson and Ken Hansen

Jewish Chaplaincy Program
Debra and Phillip Bellan

In Memory of Bonnie Tonneson
Scott B. Cantor and Lisa E. Stone

In Honor of Lauren Rosen
Barbara and Howard Derman

In Memory of Bonnie Tonneson
Bernie Feld

In Honor of Rae Gerson
Rae and Buddy Gerson

In Honor of Linda Burger
Ruby Getz
Anita and Lyone Hochman

In Memory of Bonnie Tonneson
Elaine and Abe Kellner

In Memory of Naomi Lod
David Klein/Klein Family Foundation
Janet and Elton Lipnick

In Memory of Bonnie Tonneson
Nancy and Mark Reichek

In Honor of Mike Moszczyc
M.C Rice

In Honor of Hope Lipnick
Yvonne Senturia

In Honor of Rabbi Deborah Schloss
The Daniel and Ellen Trachtenberg

Foundation

In Memory of Bonnie Tonneson
Marcia and Irv Wishno w

In Honor of Rae Gerson
Maureen and Dr. Ellison Wittels

In Memory of Bonnie Tonneson
Irene and Alexander Wolchansky

In Honor of Rae Gerson
Rochelle and Lee Wunsch

In Honor of Marcie Weissman

Life Line Fund
Linda and Andrew Burger .
In Memory of Stuart MuellerOs Sister

Jewish Family and ChildrenOs Fund
Tammie and Bob Altshuler
Rachel and Shimon Bellaish
Sandra and David Block

In Honor of Asher Josef
Scott B. Cantor and Lisa E. Stone
Cherill and Maurice Dubinski

In Honor of Ray Sessel
Harriette Jackler

In Honor of Toby and Richard Newman
Drs. Betty Duson & Al Kahn

In Honor of Peggy Stamy
Sylvia and Dr. Stuart Levinson

In Honor of Libby Lipp

In Memory of Arthur Schwarz

In Honor of Gloria Ribnick
Tearo Lyubov
Barbara and Steven Mayer

In Honor of Sandy Kahn
Doreen and Benjamin Mosier
In Memory of Franne Michaels

In Memory of Marvin Woskow
Toby and Richard Newman

In Honor of Dr. and Mrs. Dan Kaufman

Jan Pasternak

In Honor of Linda Susman
Jackie and Ray Sessel
Lillian Smith

In Honor of Barbara Leon
Laura and Preston Towber

In Honor of Andrew, Ethan and

Jacob Towber
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